IN THE NAME OF ALLAH

Lessons on Islamic
Morals
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Definition of the Term Akhlaq (&)

Every human being possesses botkhalg ( e 6) Bnd Khulg ( e 0).Q -

Khagq:
A physical body and soul
A As far as our form of creation is concerned, we human beings
are almost all the same.
A Mankind has been given the best form otreation:
o CRATEPE RUUAW: Pl C;

We certainly created man in the best of forms



Khulg:
what we areableto acquire

those aspects of a human being — good or bad

gualities, virtues or vices — which are shaped and
formed overtime

The ability to elevateor degradeourselvesspiritually Is
related to our khulqg.
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Difference between Khalg and Khulqg

1 Khalg is amean of acquiring virtues, khulg is the virtues

themselves

2. We do not deservecredit for khalg becauseit wasgiven

to us but khug is where we can make a change and create

value.
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3. Khalg can be seenin this world but khulg can only be

completely known in the hereatfter.
St vP %] £A6v UEOG6W[ OF

On the day when hidden things shall be made manifest (86:9)
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The guilty shall be recognized by their marks [on their face]. ( 5541)
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4. We will be judged in the hereafter basedour khulg not
our khalg

5. We need to take care of our khalg for only a hundred

yearsbut khulg lasts eternally and so requires much more

care.
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Subject for Discussion

Human being haspotentially to be worsethan animals

and better than angels

Freewill — Guidance(aqgl)
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And you think you are a small mass while inside you there is the
greaterworld.

QUuwUAEYydv WUARGCWEP mPE RA WU R-H® T

Indeed We presented the Trust to the heavensand the earth and the
mountains, but they refused to bear it, and were apprehensiveof it;
but man undertook it. (3372
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The Subjectof the Scienceof ! EE1 a N

The science of a k h lisatkhe science which deals with ma n ki n d
charactertraits, vices, and virtues, and alsowith the actions which are
related to them.

Actions are very important in forming or maintaining our virtues and
also in helping us to achieve our aims and objectives However,
relatively speaking, qualities of the soul are much more important
becausethey are enduring, they form our personality, and we will be

resurrected in a condition which is based on the qualities that we

have.
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Definition of the Islamic Scienceof Ak h | a g

The Islamic science of AE E 1j 86N al-! E E | a&I8lami) is
concerned with the study of moral virtues and vices— acquiring
moral virtues, protecting againstmoral vices,or removing moral

vicesif alreadypresent—aswell asgood and bad actions.

Thus, In the Islamic science of morality, we deal with both

gualities of the soul and voluntary actions.
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The Aim of the Scienceof Ak h|l a g

The aim of the scienceof A E E ] oatté aim of someonewho studiesit, is
to promote good actions and virtues amongsthuman beings.

Thoseactions and virtues can sometimesbe on a more personal level and
sometimeson a more sociallevel.

Ultimate Aim of Islamic Morality

In the science of A E E Iwa arn everything we need to know about
gualities and actions sothat we can benefit from them in order to become
better human beings. However, the aim of A E E larsd M a wider sense,
spirituality, is not merely to know in theory but rather to actually achieve
all those virtues and perform those good actions sothat we can becomea
very good personwho resemblesGod in the bestway possible.



Lesson Six: Islamic Theory of Ethics

U Importance of Both Actions and Qualities

U Importance of Intention

A particular action could be counted as either good or bad
depending on the intention behind it.

O Uu Ub TW #C 6WA w

The intention is the foundation of an action

e UAPY wUU Or ASgNIw 6groAC
Action depends on intentions and what each person receives is
according to their intention.
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Islamic Theory of Ethics

A Husn-e £ E(GobdAessof the action): in and of itself the action must lead to
good outcomes

A Husn-e £A (Bodn&ssof the agent): that the doer of the action must also
havegood intentions

The value of an action can also vary depending on how strong the agentis in
his moral characteror faith.

A Al-@mal al-salih (the righteous deed)is one that is
good in itself asan action

performed with good intentions by the agent
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Islamic Theory of Ethics

SelfLove as a MajorMotive (hubbal-A E i O
Genuine Desire for the Good ofOthers

Serving God and Serving Others for the Sake dbod



The one who lovesfor the sakeof Allah is alover of Allah and the one who is loved

for the sakeof Allah is loved by Allah, becausethey do not love each other except
for the sakeof Allah.

VAc 6 6RUbvwR A] UNE @6V TOYD WEORPOEUSHEROG tve
Everypersonis with the one whom he loves so whoever loves a servant of Allah for

the sakeof Allah he hastruly loved Allah the Almighty. No one loves Allah except

the onewho is loved by Allah swit.
wc 8 Rp MBWY vdJd @iy U3A C[[ AC [Q¥ RPAANE z DOEAIR M\ B¢
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The best people after the prophets in this world and hereafterr are those who love
Allah and love each other for the sakeof Allah. Everytype of love is deficient and
leadsto enmity exceptthesetwo love which would neverdecreaseand would always

Increase
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Different Classifications of discussions on Islamic Ethics

U Islamic Ethics Covers All Aspects of Human Life

x Classification According to the Faculties of the Soul

Human beings have three faculties:
the faculty of reason @l-quwwahal-l &8 O EoNaAA@ N1 AUAE

rd Ve ~ ~ N ’ N

the faculty of anger (@l-quwwahal-ghal A A AJU A E
the faculty of appetite (al-quwwahal-OE AEA X AUAE

x Classification According to the Social and Personal Aspects of
Ethics
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Different Classifications of discussions on Islamic Ethics

U Classification According to Four Groups of HumanRelations
This classification divides ethics into four groups of moral
teachings:

our relationship with God

our relationship with ourselves

our relationships with other people

our relationship with the rest of the world such as with the

environment, animals, plants, water, air,



Outcomes of Living a Moral Life

U Complete Support by God

C[ Yuc OW{ WARPWIPARYRE pOQOA] VADVAIC PERZ U ®Y
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None of My servantscan seekproximity to Me by that which is dearerto Me than
the things | have made obligatory on them. Then with the performance of the
n a w a(feaorhmended acts) they continuously attain proximity to Me so that |
love them. When | love them | will be the earwith which they hear, the eyeswith
which they see,and the tongue with which they talk, and the hand with which

they write. If they call Me, | will answer,and if they make arequest, | will grant it.



Outcomes of Living a Moral Life

U Knowledge
RZAQC[ BACRIOWEEL QbR A REPHDUP- PCJ I
¢ [ Yac O VPdc[%taEEd W-AEQRAIg ALY QC[ WHPIC V.
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| will love them when they love Me. And | will open up their inward eyesto My
Glory and Grandeur and | will not hide from them [the knowledge of] the
selectof My creation. In the darknessof night and the light of day, | will tell
them secrets so that their conversations with creatures and with their

companions will be cut off. | will make them hear My words and the words of

My angels And | will revealto them the secretl havehidden from My creation
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Outcomes of Living a Moral Life

U Exclusive Devotion to God

Ui WCPO6Rp WUAR%WPUPY [i wUC]

My God! Make me completely cut off from all else but You, and

enlighten the vision of our heartswith the radianceof looking at You,
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Outcomes of Living a Moral Life

U Immense Love for God
g C[OyUA PERD UR X & & e &) eREE BREAVAC
Do not disgrace me on the day that they will be resurrected, The day

when neither wealth nor children will avalil, excepthim who comesto
God with asound heart (26:88-89)

g C[OyUA P B R ¢ [ AR wPUPWZE dEU i (v |
Indeed Abraham was among his followers, when he came to his Lord
with asound heart (37:83-84)
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Outcomes of Living a Moral Life

U Immense Love for God
O[ EWANMAPE I PEVWAPIA Y& UNPE [ A
The pure heart is the one that meets its Lord while it is free from
anyone else Any heart in which there is doubt, or there is polytheism,
iIsill.
X AOODDPOIBUTOPE [ AcoOBvV RWUT
those who havefaith, and whoseheartsfind restin the remembrance of

Allah." Look! The heartsfind restin Allah's remembrance (1328)
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Outcomes of Living a Moral Life

U Immense Love for God

Imam al-Sajjad(a):
HpoP UcpovdRp VADdOoV{UEd Ui WAR
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Nothing will cool my burning thirst exceptreaching You, nothing will

guench my ardour except meeting You, nothing will dampen my

yearning except gazing upon Your face, nothing will settle me in my

settling placewithout closenesgo You,
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Outcomes of Living a Moral Life

U Witnessing God in Everything
Imam Husayn (a):
EMCBEQViI C[ & ] CPORp Udc%UPParF
IWCPE CJa Ui PoUAW«]

O my God, through the variety of Your signsin the world of being, and
the changesin states and conditions, | realize that the purpose is to
make Yourself known to me in everything so that | would not ignore

You in anything.
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Outcomes of Living a Moral Life

U Entrance to the Realm ofLight

BLAEPHWRP [ i waQodUBv PO
My God! Make me completely cut off from all else but You, and

enlighten the vision of our heartswith the radianceof looking at You,



Remembrance of God

RememberingGod Much and at All Times

BLWPCEBWME I TO WRzv Wiya { UA UY

Remember your Lord much and glorify Him in the evening and the
morning. (341

Imam Sadiq(a):
REGpBobeEe 23 AG AGCOoa Wuov d

Everything has a limit except remembrance of God



Remembrance of God

Glorifying God (Tas p 1T h

A Everything in this world glorifies God:

RI WxPEv Ca& wuUuo Uy [ g\
Everything which exists in the heavensand in the earth glorifies
God (62:])



Remembrance of God

Glorifying God (Tas p 1T h

A God Himself glorifies Himself:

0 AQe[ POGVNUWMI WA @& v
Glory to (Allah)! He is free (from the things they ascribe) to Him!
(37159



Remembrance of God

Glorifying God (Tas p 1 h
A The angelsglorify God

UV 8WEUS a®PP vwUAC[ & VO [ ATeaeVE uU
Ui P6 VAa°PéQy Uy UBJ ¢
Behold, Your Lord said to the angels “ Will createavicegerenton earth.” They

said: “ Wi You place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed

blood whilst we do celebrateYour praisesand glorify Your holy (name)? (2:30)
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Remembrance of God

Gloniying Godf a s b1 h
A The peopleof heaven also glorifyGod

UC[Z&RIGU B AT W [ BY=Vn? PVEGUPAW wWolvA CH (4P |
Their call therein will be,” O Allah! Glory to You!" and their greeting

therein will be," Peace!"and their concluding call," All praise belongs

to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds.* X010



Remembrance of God

Exclusive Devotion toGod

EC| oW PE [ MY Re g [0
And rememberthe Name of your Lord and devote yourself to Him with

exclusivedevotion (738)



Remembrance of God

Outcomes of RememberingGod:

Tranquility of the Heart

[ Ac RGiw URSTLDPEURY dVA
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Thosewho believe and whose heartsfind serenity by the remembrance
of God. Be aware that it is by the remembrance of God that hearts

cometo rest. (1328)
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Remembrance of God

Outcomes of RememberingGod:

lllumination of the Heart
Imam Ali (a):
[ ARZT GWA WIPB A p[PARZY QUAITWUPEUY F
a2 PywlbMuUutogvy U2 W
Certainly God, the Glorified, the Sublime, has made His remembrance
a polish and an illumination for the hearts that hear with its help

despite deafness, see with its help despite blindness, and become

submissivewith its help despite unruliness.



